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In Perfect Murder, Perfect Town, Lawrence Schiller thoroughly recreates every aspect of the

complex case of the death of JonBenÃ©t Ramsey. A brilliant portrait of an inscrutable family thrust

under the spotlight of public suspicion and an affluent, tranquil city torn apart by a crime it couldn't

handle, Perfect Murder, Perfect Town uncovers the mysteries that have bewildered the nation.Why

were the Ramseys, the targets of the investigation, able to control the direction of the police

inquiry?Can the key to the murder be found in the pen and writing pad used for the ransom

note?Was it possible for an intruder to have killed JonBenÃ©t?
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This is a book about three distinct, yet intimately interrelated stories, told as one. First, there is the

story of the murder of JonBenÃ©t Ramsey; second, the story of the investigation of that murder and

the antagonism between the Boulder Police Department and the District Attorney's office; and third,

the media coverage of these events.I think Schiller does a workman-like job on all three, but for

readers primarily interested in the story of the murder of JonBenÃ©t, this book, at about 800 pages,

is a bit too much. For those interested in the politics and pecking order of the judicial system as



practiced in Boulder, Colorado, this is probably a fascinating read from cover to cover. The story of

the media is also interesting, but too narrowly focused on the tabloid coverage, especially the

material about Jeff Shaprio, then working for the Globe. Stories from the local (Colorado) media are

quoted liberally throughout the text, but the day-to-day inner workings of the local press is not

detailed. Some of this material seems pasted in as though Schiller began to weary of his subject.

The detail about the Colorado judicial system, often presented in footnotes at the bottom of pages,

was legalistic and not really illuminating. Additionally the text is marred by typos of the kind not

caught by spell checkers, including the wrong "their" near the bottom of page 385, an extraneous

article on line 11, page 501, and most significantly, an "isn't" for an "is" on page 227. (Actually the

sentence in that footnote doesn't make sense with either an "isn't" as written, or an "is" as seems

indicated.
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